THE  STRUGGLE  FOR EXISTENCE
is come into that neighbourhood to repair a castle, and
the Prince of the Druses hunts within an hour of my
habitation, so I shall often see him; we are great friends,
he is a very agreeable man, and very popular in the
mountain. I am quite at home all over the country;
the common people pay me the same sort of respect as
they do a great Turk, and the great men treat me as if
I was one of them. In short I am very comfortable
in my own odd way; part of this country is divine and I
always find something to amuse and occupy my mind.
Now the good people in England may imagine me
forlorn and miserable, they are very welcome. I
would not change my philosophical life for their empty
follies. It would have been more friendly of you to
have mentioned your own affairs, because you ought
to know I am interested about them, but as I am in a
perfect state of ignorance respecting all that concerns
you since you left this country, I can only say I hope
you prosper. . . .
"Mohammed Ali admitted me to the Divan and
when at Acre I rode Soliman Pasha's parade horse,
having the use of his own sword and khangar, all over
jewels. My visit to the Pasha of Damascus in the night
during the Ramadan was the finest thing possible. I
was mounted on an Arab horse he had given me, my
people on foot, and he surrounded with two thousand
servants and picked guards, Albanians, Delibashis, and
Mograbines. You see the Turks are not quite such
brutes as you once thought them, or they never could
have treated me with the degree of friendship and
hospitality they have done.531
1 Lane-Poole, S.: Life of the Right Hon. Stratford Canning, Fiscount Stratford
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